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The Ottoman Policy in the Hejaz Region during the Reign of Sultan Abdul
Hamid Il

(1293-1327AH / 1876-1909AD)

Bashir Hasan Hussein Assamo
(1670303006)
Dr. Alaa Kamel Abdul Jaber Saadeh

Abstract

The study aimed to shed light on the Ottoman Policy in the Hejaz Region during
the Reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il (1293-1327 AH / 1876-1909AD).

The study showed that the Ottoman State has taken interest particularly in the
Hejaz Governorate, which was not granted to another one for its religious, political and
cultural status. Sultan Abdul Hamid Il showed special carefulness about all aspects of
life. He appointed superintendents to govern locally, and He was interested in building
schools, mosques, hospitals and railways. The Hajj season had a prominent share in
the patronage of the Sultan; he built areas in Mecca and Madinah, and he renovate
and expand other areas. He performed to provide comfort for pilgrims on their
pilgrimage voyages to Mecca. The Sultan was involved in the idea of the Islamic
University, and adopted its application in Hejaz Governorate to resist against
colonialist ambitions of European countries. Based on these successive initiatives, He
was the most loyal servant to Islam & Muslims among Ottoman Sultans.

The study is composed of an introduction, preamble, five chapters and a
conclusion. The introductory chapter deals with the political, social and economic
conditions. in Hejaz Governorate before the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il. Chapter |
involves the historical framework of the Ottomans and the Hejaz region, highlighting
the designation of the Hejaz region, its location, its borders and its cities, and also the
conditions of the Ottomans' control over this region and their policy toward it. The third
chapter includes the life of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il from birth to his assumption of
political power. This chapter also touches upon:

1 - Internal policy: General reforms and the relationship with the political opposition,
and dealing with the honorable Hejaz tribes and his position toward the Islamic
University.

2 - Foreign policy: the relationship with Britain, France and Russia, and the attitude
toward Germany and Sharif Hussein bin Ali.

Chapter Four is discuss the supervision and the railway project Hejaz during
the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid II.

The fifth chapter discusses the educational and health conditions in the
province of Hejaz during the rule of the Sultan.

Finally, the conclusion traces the most important findings of the study.
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